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Join us for the Next Webinar in 
the 2024 Series:

Threats to Opinion Polling Around the World: The 
ESOMAR/WAPOR Report on the Freedom to Conduct & 

Publish Opinion Polls
Presenters: David Jodice & Kathy Frankovic



Please complete the webinar survey 
immediately following the session.

Please enter your questions in the Q&A 
box at the bottom of your screen. 



TODAY'S PRESENTERS

Patrick Habecker

Angelica Phillips



Disclaimer
This presentation is released to inform interested parties of 
ongoing research and to encourage discussion. Any views 
expressed are those of the authors and not those of the U.S. 
Census Bureau. DMS Project 6000562.

References in this presentation to any specific commercial 
product, process, or service, or the use of any trade, firm or 
corporation name is for the information and convenience of the 
audience, and does not constitute endorsement, 
recommendation, or favoring by the U.S. Census Bureau, the 
U.S. Department of Commerce, or the United States government.
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Outline of Webinar Contents
• Why poster presentations?
• Creating an effective research poster.
• Logistical considerations.
• How to effectively present your poster.
• Poster checklist.

7



What Is a Poster Presentation?
Posters are short-form research presentations that are 
typically organized in a series of sessions with up to 50-
100 posters being presented at the same time and in the 
same room.
Each presenter is expected to appear with a physical 
(almost always) research display that describes their 
project and be available to answer questions and talk 
with session attendees.
Session attendees may typically walk freely through the 
room, moving from poster to poster as they wish.
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Common Poster Session Layouts
● Large room with only poster presentations

○ Aisles of poster presentations with about 
enough space for 2-3 people to walk through 
side by side

● Mixed into an exhibit hall room
○ Posters may form a ring around the exhibits
○ Or clustered into a section of the room
○ Perhaps scattered in small clusters throughout

● In open conference space
○ Lining hallways
○ Around an atrium
○ Near a high traffic space
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Benefits of Poster Presentations
For Presenters
● Detailed conversations about your work with a 

wide range of people
○ Going beyond getting a handful of questions at 

the end of a panel session
○ In a busy poster session you may talk about 

your research in-depth for the entire session
● Lots of room for your work to be discovered as 

people move through the space
● When the session is well-organized, potential to 

meet many new people to network with
● Build your resume and CV 10



Benefits of Poster Presentations 
For Attendees
● Discovery!

○ Encounter new research topics
○ New people doing research in areas you already 

familiar with 
○ Meet new people

● Detailed conversations about the research project (this is 
worth repeating!)

● Learn about possible edge case research areas
○ Ones that are new, or perhaps don’t fit well with 

existing panel tracks at the conference
● New services or organizations may be in poster sessions 

describing what they offer
11



Poster Creation
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Poster Creation: What Content to Include?
What information do you need for a complete yet succinct research 
“story”?
It depends! But most posters include:
● Title, author(s), author affiliation(s).
● Research question(s) and/or hypotheses.
● Brief background information.
● Data source.
● Analysis methods.
● Results.
● Conclusion(s).

Use your space wisely!
● If it isn’t needed for the succinct story you’re telling, consider 

dropping it or moving it to supplemental materials (handout, 
supplemental downloadable file, etc.). 13
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Note: The figure 
shown is not based on 
real data and is used 

for demonstrative 
purposes only.
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Poster Creation: Figures
Instead of this Consider this!

Regression coefficient table Coefficient plot, plotted 
regression line

Logistic regression table 
(or any other regression using 
funky units)

Plotted predicted probabilities 
(line graphs, bar charts)

Text description of complex data 
structures

Figures, flow charts
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What About The Other Information 
You Might Want To Include But Don’t 
Have Space For?

Handouts Advantages Disadvantages
Physical handouts Easy to hand out, great for 

those who prefer physical 
objects over digital files

Requires money/resources 
for printing, harder to 
update if you find a 
mistake/typo, can be 
forgotten in a hotel room

Digital handouts Saves paper and money, 
easy to update if you find a 
mistake

May not be preferred by all 
attendees, can be 
cumbersome to give a 
digital file to a physical 
attendee
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Logistical Considerations With 
Digital Files

● Files need to be hosted on a digital platform like Google Drive, 

OneDrive, personal website, etc.

● Turn file into a short, shareable link – be sure it is read-only!

● Can provide link address on poster, business card, physical handout, 

etc.

● Can embed link as a QR code on poster, business card, physical 

handout, etc. 
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The U.S. Census 
Bureau reviewed this 

data product for 
unauthorized 
disclosure of 
confidential 

information and 
approved the 

disclosure avoidance 
practices applied to 

this release: CBDRB-
FY22-164. DMS 
Project Number 

6000562.
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Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception: 
Not just for surveys!

Figure

Ground

Source: Todorovic 2008

Source: Dietrich 2022

1. Figure-ground: One object 
appears to be the foreground 
(“figure”), which is contrasted 
in front of a background 
(“ground”).
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Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception

2. Proximity principle: 
Objects close to one 
another are perceived 
as a group.

Source: Todorovic 2008

Source: Dietrich 2022 29



Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception

3. Common fate principle: Objects that “move” together are 
perceived as a group.

X Y

Z

A B
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Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception
4. Similarity principle: 

Objects with similar 
visual elements are 
perceived as a group.

Source: Todorovic 2008
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Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception

5. Continuity 
principle: Objects 
aligned with one 
another are 
perceived as a 
group.
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Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception

6. Closure principle: 
Objects in an enclosed 
space are perceived as 
a group.
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Poster Creation: Other Things to 
Keep in Mind
Check your font sizes to ensure everything is legible from a 5-foot 
distance.
● Keeping the edge ruler visible in your software can be helpful for 

this.
● General rule of thumb: Keep text no smaller than font size 18, 

with “body” text ideally being around font size 32.
Sans serif fonts are generally easier to read than serif fonts (like 
this).
Keep color-blindness in mind when choosing colors.
Does your institution have a “house” style for posters?

35



36



Poster Creation: Alternative Formats

Some disciplines and 
individuals 
researchers have 
moved away from 
the “traditional” 
poster layout.

The choice is up to 
you!

Source: Flaherty 2019
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Poster Creation: Different Takes for 
Different Folks

What should you definitely 
include on a poster?

Visuals, visuals, visuals!
Links/QR codes to 

supplemental materials 
(references, tables, etc.)

Enough information for 
the poster to tell story on 

its own
Succinct title

Contact information

What should you definitely 
not include on a poster?

Dense blocks of text, 
regression tables

A full reference list

What is the most important 
thing to keep in mind about 
poster creation?

Posters demonstrate who 
you are as a 

researcher/potential 
employee. Use this to 

your advantage!

The core finding/message 
you are trying to convey. 
Use this as guidance to 

build your poster

Secondary, context of the 
session and where your 

poster will be

Angelica Patrick
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Logistical Considerations
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Logistical Considerations: Software

40

Questions to ask when deciding on a software
• Do you need to purchase a license or is it 

free to use?
• How steep is the learning curve to use this 

software?
• How readily can you find assistance for this 

software? (e.g., how-to guides, support forums)
• Does it have object alignment assistance?
• How easily can it create complex figures?



Logistical Considerations: Sizing

• Most common (w:h) ratios are either 4:3 
(standard) or 16:9 (widescreen)

• Some common sizes: 48” x 36”, 56” x 42”
• Context-specific ‒ ask your conference if you 

don’t know!
• AAPOR, American Society of Criminology, and 

Population Association of America 2023 
conferences: 8’ x 4’ or smaller (96” x 48”)
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Size Adjustment Example: Microsoft PowerPoint
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Size Adjustment Example: Google Slides

Width Height
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Logistical Considerations: 
Materials and Printing Options
Material options.
● Poster board (most common).
● Cloth.
● 8 ½ x 11 collage tiles.

Many institutions have in-house print shops with the 
capability of printing posters.
If in-house printing isn’t an option, consider other 
print shops (FedEx, Staples, etc.).

44



Logistical Considerations: Travel

When flying, consider your options to get poster from point A 
to point B:
● Fly with poster (check with your airline about carry-on 

restrictions ‒ may need to check poster tube as luggage).
● Fabric printed poster ($$$ but very compact).
● Have a friend who is driving transport the poster for you.
● Print on-site in destination city (RISKY!).
● Tiled collage print-out (last resort).

Regardless of transportation type, best to use a poster tube 
to reduce risk of damaging poster.
● Keep your poster dimensions in mind when choosing a 

tube!
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Preparing Your Talk
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Preparing Your Talk

I like to think about the different types of interactions 
I might have while presenting and prep enough to be 
comfortable with each type. I group them into these 
four types of interactions, but you can blend as 
needed.
● The Standard
● The Super Short Version
● The Conversation
● The Fundamentals
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Preparing Your Talk

Standard Version
● This is my default presentation and what I try to 

design a poster around
● 2-5 minutes walking an attendee through your work 

and poster
● Hit all your major points, use all the landscape on the 

poster
● The narrative design of your poster should fit this 

presentation
● You want to be really comfortable with this version - 

practice until it is smooth
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Preparing Your Talk

Super Short Version
● Strictly essential points
● 20-60 seconds

When to use this?
● An attendee who is sorta interested and seems 

like they might keep walking
● Someone just wants the highlights
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Preparing Your Talk
The Conversation
● I think of this less as a formal presentation and more a 

ready check of your ability to talk about the details of the 
project - the things that aren’t on the poster

● How deep in the weeds are you comfortable with 
questions like -

○ Why this research topic/area?
○ How was the data collected?
○ Why did you use these measures?
○ Why did you use these analytic techniques and not X, 

Y, Z?
● Also questions like -

○ Did you run into any problems with the project?
○ Are you familiar with work in the same domain by 

person X, Y, Z?
50



Preparing Your Talk
The Conversation
● When preparing for this type of conversation you may also 

consider what types of questions you dread, the ones you 
hope nobody ever asks

○ You should have some sort of answer prepped for 
these

● If you are presenting on a group project and you are not 
the primary, some of these may be hard to answer

○ If you can, prepare ahead of time and get comfortable 
with the details of the project

○ If not, be honest and ideally have contact info for the 
primary

Conversation prep will help you field questions from 
attendees and set you up to have a detailed conversation 
with people after you finish your standard/short presentation
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Preparing Your Talk
The Fundamentals
● This is an unusual prep piece, but has some value 

particularly in conferences with mixed disciplines and 
especially with mixed social and physical sciences

● What details do you need to explain if an attendee has never 
worked in your area before?

○ For example, someone who has never done survey work, 
or human subjects research?

○ What basics do we comfortably assume are foundation 
knowledge at AAPOR, but not elsewhere?

● Consider this for conferences or sessions…
○ Grouped around funding mechanisms that support a wide 

range of science
○ That showcase research across an entire organization or 

university
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Engaging With Passersby
A unique part of a poster session is your decision about how you 
want to interact with people that are walking by
● Pretend they don’t exist unless they engage with you or your 

poster?
● Smile and nod?
● Extend a greeting?
● Ask them if they want to hear about your project?

You will need to adjust your response based on your read of a 
person
● If they are walking by quickly and not even looking at the 

posters – probably let them go by
● If they are looking around or skimming posters as they walk - 

consider saying “hello,” or “do you have any questions?” or 
“would you like to know more about the project?”

● Be polite, no need to push, and know your own comfort level 
with interacting
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Crowd Work
The ideal poster session for me is a series of 1-on-1 conversations, but 
you may end up drawing a crowd which presents a different dynamic
You may be fielding questions from several people at once while others 
are reading your poster (another reason why I like posters to stand alone)
This breaks you out of your Standard and Very Short presentation mode 
and presents more as a rolling Q&A/conversation
● Try not to ignore anyone asking questions
● Move through questions from different people
● If during a crowd one person really wants to have an in-depth 

conversation see if they can wait for others to move along, come back 
later in the session, schedule a meeting later, or get contact info and 
send an email

● But do consider context for this. If that one person is the hiring 
manager at the company you really want to work for it might be 
worthwhile to have that conversation
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Downtime
Not every poster will draw a crowd or maybe even 
draw more than a few people across the session
When you have downtime…
● Talk to your neighboring poster presenters learn 

about their research and share your own
● Many conferences try to cluster poster topics so 

you may meet several other people working in the 
same area

Make sure you keep an eye on your poster if you 
step away and be ready to break off what you are 
doing to talk with an attendee
Don’t leave early
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Poster Checklist
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Poster Checklist: Tasks
From Conference Organizers

● Size requirements?
● Session organization?
● Poster displayed without you?

From Your Organization
● House style 

requirements/preferences?
● Requirements for icons/symbols?
● Will they display it afterwards?
● House print service with 

discounts?
● Can you ship with their exhibit?
● Do they require pre-review?

For Poster Design
● Organize major talking points
● Produce images and graphs
● Decide on overall layout
● Put your poster together
● Practice and revise layout as needed

For Presentation
● Practice, practice, practice
● Extras: cards, contact info, QR codes
● Comfortable shoes, something to drink
● Be ready to talk
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Poster Checklist: Items to Bring
● Pushpins.
● Pen/marker for last-minute corrections (hopefully 

you won’t need this!).
● Folder for your handouts/business cards (if 

using).
● Something to store business cards you receive.
● Hardcover notebook.
● Water bottle.
● Mints/cough drops.
● Napkins/tissues.
● Bag to keep your things organized.
● Your poster!!!
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Thank you!

PHabecker2@unl.edu
Angelica.Phillips@census.gov
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